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Inside:  “God is not done with me yet!”  •  A warm and hopeful Christmas

Christmas 2024

HopeShines
Bright 
for All

“I am a work in progress!”

“… I know God will provide 
for me. I am a work in 
progress, but I will not 

give up. I will make myself 
available for the Lord to  

use me and promote  
His Kingdom.”

Paul began drinking and drug use at the age 
of 12 and using marijuana at age 13. Upon 
graduation, he wanted to live a life away 

from his family values.  His drinking got so out 
of control, he could not stop.

“I tried so many times to get sober,” Paul 
confesses.  “Every time I went to rehab, I would 
go right back to my old ways.  Nothing ever 
changed.”  Then Paul had a son.  He gave up 
drinking, but continued using other drugs.

This came to an abrupt end when he and his wife 
divorced.  Paul went back to drinking heavily 
and using drugs.  His actions led him to some 
time in jail, where he says he hit rock bottom.

“While I was in jail, I realized this was no way to 
live life.  I spent my life trying it my way but not 
God’s way.  At that moment, I committed my life 
to following God’s plan for me,” he says.

Paul came to Hope Gospel Mission with a plan 
and a purpose.  He worked hard in his classes, 
studied the Bible and prayed continuously.  
“The only way I can stay sober,” he says, “is if I 
completely give my life over to God.”

Being at Hope Gospel Mission gives Paul the 
time to step away from his old habits and focus 
on the plans God has for him.  “I do not know the 
future,” Paul says, “but I know God will provide 

for me.  I am a work in progress, but I will not 
give up.  I will make myself available for the Lord 
to use me and promote His Kingdom.”

Today, Paul continues his studies and is active in 
his church, where his family are also members.  
He enjoys praying with his son and encouraging 
him to trust in the Lord.  

Paul is excited for whatever the Lord brings 
into his life and shares his gratitude with you.  
“God bless you.  Hope Gospel Mission changes 
lives and heals families.  People heal from their 
addictions through God, and that is the number 
one variable here.  Jesus truly heals.  Thank you.”

Merry Christmas!

Gifts given in honor of or in memory of loved ones 
can be viewed online at HopeGospelMission.org

6

Thank you to everyone 
who participated in this 
year’s Annual Harvest of 
Hope Fall Fundraiser.
The Luncheon and Dinner were a The Luncheon and Dinner were a 
huge success!  If you missed the huge success!  If you missed the 
event, it is available for viewing event, it is available for viewing 
at www.HopeGospelMission.org/at www.HopeGospelMission.org/
HarvestofHopeHarvestofHope

Your support provides positive life changes in our community.Your support provides positive life changes in our community.

HARVEST OF

 

•	 Eau Claire Auto Parts, Inc.
•	 SEEK Careers/Staffing, Inc.
•	 Whirlybird Coffee Co.
•	 Valuation Specialists

•	 Woodman’s Food Markets
•	 Crossroads Church
•	 Clifton Larson Allen, LLP
•	 Security Financial Bank

•	 Nicole Dorwin Realtor, ABR,  
	 Coldwell Banker Brenizer Realtors
•	 Huebsch Services
•	 Roadside Ice Cream & Diner
•	 OneFest Ltd.
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Sandi Polzin
Executive Director
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This
Christmas

Much to
“God is not done with me yet!”Celebrate Coming from a family of alcoholics, Brian 

drank his entire adult life.  He realized 
he was drinking himself to death and 

decided it was not happening fast enough.  

He made a plan to commit suicide and chose a 
tree from where he would hang himself.  That 
night, a storm came through and tore the 
branches down.

“Looking back,” Brian says, “I now see God was 
always with me.”  

A friend reached out and took Brian to a hospital 
for help.  With no insurance, he did not have 
many options for future recovery.  After being 
released from the hospital, he found out he lost 
his apartment and all his belongings.  

“I told my parents I lost all hope,” Brian says.  
“Then my mom asked if I tried Hope Gospel 
Mission.”

Growing up in Eau Claire, Brian heard of Hope 
Gospel but did not know they helped people with 
addictions.  Within a few short days, he became a 
resident and began his journey to sobriety.

Brian did achieve sobriety, but more importantly, 
he found Jesus Christ.  “Now that Jesus is in my 
corner, my life is easier, and I know God is, and 
always was, talking to me,” he explains.  “Hope 
Gospel Mission taught me how to deal with daily 
and big life problems.  I love being sober now!”

Today, Brian enjoys encouraging others and 
sharing his testimony.  “I would like to eventually 
help teenagers see the future risks and signs of 

addiction, and how they can avoid them,” he says.  
“I want to make a difference for others, and I 
know God is not done with me yet!”

Brian is thankful for his new life and wants 
to share his gratitude with you.  “Every dollar 
goes to good use, and we are all so grateful for 
you.  Last Christmas, volunteers came to serve 
a wonderful breakfast,” he says.  “The kindness 
shown meant so much to me and encouraged me 
to keep going.”

Looking forward to a new, healthy life in Christ, 
Brian spends much of his time in the new Hope 
Learning Center.  “This new Center is such a 
blessing,” he says.  “It is so quiet, and you can 
really feel God here.  Thank you for providing 
this place of healing!”

“I want to make a difference 
for others, and I know God  

is not done with me yet!”

Dear Friend,

Through this year we have seen the Lord work through you to give 
hope to people here at Hope Gospel Mission.

We have seen men and women turn to God and be filled with 
His Spirit of love, joy, peace and hope.  Once they had no connection 
with God.  They were on their own and suffering through life.  Few 
people, if any, cared for their well-being.  Most were without hope and 
without God.  

But now, we see people here who believe God is with them and 
will never leave.  They have His promises that He will get them 
through all the troubles of life, and one day, see Him face to face.  

When a person relies on Jesus Christ for all the blessings they 
will need on earth and in heaven, they have every reason to celebrate.  
That’s why this Christmas will be a time for celebration.  There will 
be food and gatherings with singing.  Men and women will gather 
together, sharing good conversation and hopes for a bright future. 

At the same time, my heart goes out to those who remain in 
desperate situations.  They weigh on our hearts and fill our prayers.  I 
hope they come to this place.  I want them to see God has opened the 
door of heaven for them, through Jesus Christ.  They too can be saved 
by Him and personally know His great love for them.   

Even so, we have much to celebrate this Christmas.  We know 
there are troubles in this world.  But we also know the one who 
overcame all those troubles.  Jesus came to be with us, so we need 
never fear again.  He has overcome the world, and it is a time to 
rejoice.  Merry Christmas! 

Thank you so much for providing this wonderful place to welcome 
and care for those who are hurting.  Thank you for caring.  You are 
changing lives.   May God bless you and your loved 
ones this Christmas.

Sincerely,

Sandi Polzin 
Executive Director 
Hope Gospel Mission

At last, 
a warm and Christmashopeful
Coming to Hope Gospel Mission can feel like entering a world 
where everything is brighter.  The harsh times are left behind 
and God seems close.  People talk about Him easily and 
personally.

Residents gradually feel they belong to this community.  
Instead of being put down, they are built up.  Staff and 
volunteers know their names.  Friends pray for one another.  
Christmas Dinner is a time when all of this comes together, 
thanks to you!

The annual Christmas Community Dinner is a great spread 
of ham with all the fixings and dessert.  Anyone in need 
of a good meal and a warm welcome is encouraged to join 
us.  This is a wonderful time to join others in fellowship and 
celebration.

When you support Hope Gospel Mission you help feed people 
both physically and spiritually.  Thank you for caring.
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Again Jesus spoke to 

them, saying, “I am 

the light of the world.  

Whoever follows me  

will not walk in 

darkness, but will  

have the light of life.

 JOHN 8:12 ,  ESV

Christmas Community Dinner 
Saturday, December 21, 2024 

11:30 am - 1:00 pm  
Hope Renewal Center for Men  

2650 Mercantile Drive, Eau Claire

A Special
Thank You to:

• �United Way of the 
Greater Chippewa Valley

• �Ann Gunderson 
Thornburg

• B.A. Mason Trust
You are helping to rescue, 
rebuild and renew the lives 
of men and women in our 
community!


